Early Modernism in
Europe and the US.

Part 1 - Europe
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1- Van de Velde building , Weimar republic.  2- Bauhaus  Weimar.
3- P Behrens AEG Turbine factory.  4. Malmo Opera house.


Glasgow School of Art. Charle
Rennie Mackintosh. 1897-
1909

Secession Building Vienna.
1897 by Joseph Maria
Olbrich.

“Art outside the confines of academic tradition
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Hoffmann . Vienna secession building followed on from Berlin and Munich. Values were against conservatism and  bias towards historicism 


Deutsche Werkbund
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Vienna Secession.

“All art is at once
surface and symbol”

Oscar Wilde
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Jugendstil Building Riga by Mikhail Eisenstein. Many Art Nouveau houses here designed by this man.
Confused? A general rule of thumb is that if something looks sleek, angular and shiny it’s probably art deco, but if you’re faced with elaborate, flamboyant naked maidens, floral motifs and funky gargoyles, it’s most likely art nouveau.
The Deutscher Werkbund (German Association of Craftsmen) was a German association of artists, architects, designers, and industrialists. The Werkbund was to become an important event in the development of modern architecture and industrial design, particularly in the later creation of the Bauhaus school of design. Arts and Crafts with a Modern twist. Top roght Glass house by Bruno Taut.


Superficially, Arts and Crafts is floral patterned wallpaper,
Art Nouveau is posters of wimmen with flowers in their hair.
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Arts and Crafts developed in England in the 1860s.
Art Nouveau arose in the Belle Epoque of the
1890s in Paris, Munich (Jugendstil), and Wiener
(Sezession). Art Nouveau is a rejection of the
European Academic Style
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. They are both decorative, influenced by medieval, pre-Raphaelite, art and have a ton of vines going on, but one is primarily a decorative arts movement about *how* things are made (A&C), and the other is an art movement about *what* is made (AN). They can both be understood as reactions to the Industrial Revolution.
Above right Hotel Tassel Brussels 
Decorate construction but never construct decoration ! AWN Pugin. 
Craftmanship  versus mass production. 
Usefulness versus beauty 
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Garnier Cite industrielle
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67. Cité Industrielle, furnaces, view, dated 1917.



Vienna Postal savmgs bank- Otto Wagner 1905
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Palais Stoclet by Josef Hoffmann 1905 - 1911
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REGIERUNGERAT PROFESSOR JOSEF HOFFMANN, WIENER WERKSTATTE, WIEN
Dus Stoclethaus zo Brissel. — e Strafenfassade
Fassadenveriieindung in weibert Marmor von Torili (Norwegen), eingefodt mic walstfreigen, sduoars acydierten Kupfersiaben it
petrichenen, verpotdeien Ornamenten. Die in Kupfer getviebenen Monpmenialfiguren des Twemes sadt Exttricfen von Professor Metzner

This house had many items and arefacts designed by such
icon as Gustav Klimt as seen top right.
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Wagner , Hoffmann and Loos had largely wealthy clients.
“ is there a beauty inherent in functional design ? “
Functionalism , leading to the Less is More mantra .  Wagner in 1894 had praised horizontal lines , flat roofs , lack of decoration and use of steel .
Structural Beauty and Honesty.  
Context of a building --------- Shock of the new !!!          Concrete – Joseph Monier 1849  reinforced concrete, 1st bridge built in 1889. 


AEG Turbine Factory by Peter L T AR GMETALLADENLAMPE®

1908-09
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Peter Behrens- Corb, Mies and Gropius all worked for Behrens. Gropius was the first director of the Bauhaus.
Materials- Bricks , Steel , Glass.  Steel evolved from Wrought Iron and Cast iron.   Behrens arguably the first industrial designer and was an artistic consultant to AEG also.



Goldman and Salatsch Building-
Adolph Loos 1909




The main building of the Bauhaus University Weimar. 1904-1911 by Henry van Der Velde

Foyer of the Bauhaus University
Building Weimar.

“Decorate construction but never construct
decoration”
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Bauhaus-  literally house of construction but thought to mean school of building. 
School , a philosophy and a way of life. Founded 1917 by Gropius in Weimar then moved to Dessau in 1925. Didn’t actually have an architecture department in its first year .
Architecture for the workers. 
Unity of art and technology.  School did not teach history but rather preferred a first principles approach. 
Design process-team effort and collaboration.   Post WW1 Germany was badly in need of rebuilding. 


Fagus Factory 1911-1913 by Walter Gropius
and Adolph Meyer

Is there beauty
inherent in
functional design ?”
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Design Legacies- flat roofs, facades and structural expression. 
Became very popular in the US.  NY museum of Moden Art expo in 19232 curated partly by Phillip Johnson. “ International Style , Modern Architecture “ 
Ocean liners, steamlined to sail away from the trenches of war. 
Architecture adapted to our world of machines, radios and fast cars !! – Gropius. 
POLITICAL -  were they communists  , or social liberals . Certainly not fascists or nazis. 
MIES- spatial implementation of intellectual decisions. 
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Bauhaus building at Dessau
by Walter Gropius.

“Architecture adapted to
our world of machines,
radios and fast cars.”
Gropius.
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- praised horizontal lines, flat roofs, lack of decoration and use of steel. Structural beauty and honesty .
Many Bauhaus icons let because of Nazism and ended up in the US. School itself shut down under Nazi pressure although some staff did produce work for the government at this time , or at least designs attempting to procure work.  Bauaus diaspora- fled or were exiled by Nazis. Lots of building in Tel Aviv , Israel. 
Gropius – Chair of Arch Department at Harvard.  
Mies- Head of Architecture at Illinois Institute of Technology formerly Armour Institute of Technology.  
Internation style , Miesian ? Was formost practically until 1970.



Typography above workshop block of the
Bauhaus at Dessau by Herbert Bayer.
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Even the font for the building was and original design. 


Helsinki Railway Station by Eliel Saarinen . 1919.




Zonnestraal Sanitarium in Hilversum , Netherlands by Jan Duiker. 1925
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Elegance of the style ?
Good examples look superb but bad copies function poorly and appear worse .
Started off as a design style for the masses but ended up as the offices of the global corporations. 
Sanatorium -  No its not muesli ! Solar curves , spas , resorts and recreational facilities.   Light,  air and opening.  “ Let the sun in “ 


Malmo Opera House by Sigurd
Lewerentz and others . 1933-1944.
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Wassily Chair by Marcel Breuer Example of a

cantilever
chair.

Barcelona Chair
by Mies Van Der
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Bauhaus guys didn’t just design buildings . Architects today also have designed cutlery , kettles , door handles and even boats . 


Barcelona chair in the pavilion for
which it was designed. 19209.
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Barcelona Pavilon by
Mies Van Der Rohe.
1929.
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It is an important building in the history of modern architecture, known for its simple form and its spectacular use of extravagant materials, such as marble, red onyx and travertine. The same features of minimalism and spectacular can be applied to the prestigious furniture specifically designed for the building, among which the iconic Barcelona chair.



Early European Modernism

Isokon.

Lawn
road flats
by
Welles
Coates
and
partners.

1934.
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In 1935, Walter Gropius, the former head of the Bauhaus, became Controller of Design for Isokon. He arrived in England on 18 October 1934 and lived in one of the Lawn Road Flats until March 1937, when he and his wife left for USA. 


Villa Savoye. Le Corbusier
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The Villa Savoye, which is probably Le Corbusier's best known building from the 1930s, had an enormous influence on international modernism.[16] Its design embodied his emblematic "Five Points", the basic tenets in his new architectural aesthetic:[3]
Support of ground-level pilotis, elevating the building from the earth and allowing the garden to be extended to the space beneath.
A functional roof serving as a garden and terrace, reclaiming for Nature the land occupied by the building.
A free floor plan, devoid of load-bearing walls, allowing walls to be placed freely and only where aesthetically needed.
Long horizontal windows for illumination and ventilation.
Freely-designed façades functioning merely as a skin for the wall and windows, and unconstrained by load-bearing considerations.
�


La Tourette Convent

Unite D’ Habitation
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Convent- Testimony to development of modern architecture. Reinforced conrete and undulating glass surfaces on 3 of 4 exterior faces. 4 rectangular structures with 3 of them on pilotis. Some critics compared it to a parking garage.
Unite-According to Peter Blake, members of CIAM held a "great celebration" for the building's opening on its roof, on a summer evening in 1953. "Architects from every part of the world attended", including Walter Gropius, who said at the event: "Any architect who does not find this building beautiful, had better lay down his pencil."[15]
Le Corbusier's design was criticised by US architect Peter Blake for having small children's rooms, some without windows.[16] Unlike many of the blocks it inspired, which lack the original's generous proportions, communal facilities and parkland setting, the Unité is popular with its residents and is now mainly occupied by upper middle-class professionals.



Ronchamp Church
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