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APPENDIX 2 – Two Examples of Critiques for Student Use (from Dr. Steve Hand, DIS, UoP)

 

As an example, look at the following two critiques – one is a better example than the other!

 

	I woke up late because my alarm didn’t ring. My own fault, but there you are. By the time I had finished my breakfast (my usual bowl of cornflakes, and a cup of black coffee with three sugars), I had missed my bus (that’s the number 9a, picked up at the bus stop outside Halfords), which had left on time (just for a change). 
 
So I got to University, and by the time I had found the right room, I was over 30 minutes late for the OOPR2 Exam. Unfortunately, the jobsworth invigilator wouldn’t let me take the exam because it was “against University regulations”. Didn’t he realise how important it was for me to pass that exam? My overall grade depends on it, and now I stand to have a resit in September when I wanted to have my holiday in Ibiza.


 

	I was over 30 minutes late for my exam, which meant I was not allowed to sit it. This will have repercussions on my degree mark, and on my holiday plans. This is the first time I have actually missed an exam, but not the first time I’ve actually been late to exams and important interviews.
 
I have learned that:
       I need to improve my time-keeping for critical events
       The University has strict rules governing  late arrivals at exams
       I need to be better prepared 
 
The reasons that I arrived late were:
       My alarm clock didn’t ring because I forgot to reset its time to BST on Saturday night (although I had reset all the other clocks in the house).
       I totally rely on the alarm clock ringing - I have no back-up system
       I rely on my bus – a break down or it leaving early would also cause me to be late
       I did not know in which room the exam was; if I had, I would still have been a few minutes late, but at least I could have sat the exam.
 
In order to improve the situation for next year, I plan to:
       Have a process to check all the clocks in the house when the clocks are due to change
       Make sure I have a back-up alarm system (using my digital watch) for all days when it’s important to get up early
       On exam day, aim to catch the earlier bus … its only 20 minutes earlier.
       Possibly consider missing breakfast, and buying a sandwich on the way from the bus to the exam room. I do believe that a good breakfast is important though!
       Make sure I know the correct room well in advance of the exam, by checking each room number when I first get the timetable.
 
I suspect I need to reflect more on my priorities – this degree is really very important to me.
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