
The cultural landscape



“There is no such thing as an empty 
landscape”

Kevin O’Brien



What is context?



Context is…
“The circumstances that form 
the setting for an event, 
statement, or idea, and in terms 
of which it can be fully 
understood.”

https://www.google.com/search?q=what+is+context%3F&oq=what+is+context%3F&aqs=chr
ome..69i57j0i512l9.5253j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8



Why is context important in 
architecture? 



What is whakapapa?



Whakapapa 
is…

“genealogy, genealogical 
table, lineage, descent -
reciting whakapapa was, and 
is, an important skill and 
reflected the importance of 
genealogies in Māori society 
in terms of leadership, land 
and fishing rights, kinship and 
status. It is central to all 
Māori institutions.”

https://maoridictionary.co.nz/search?&keywords=whakapapa



Whakapapa
looks like…

Maunga (mountains)

Awa (rivers)

Moana (oceans and rivers)

Waka (boat we arrived on)

Marae

Tūpuna (ancestors)

Whānau (family)



What is a cultural landscape 
map?



A CLM is…
“a mode of inquiry and a 
methodological tool in urban planning, 
cultural sustainability, and community 
development that makes visible the 
ways local stories, practices, 
relationships, memories, and rituals 
constitute places as meaningful 
locations.”

Nancy Duxbury, W.F. Garrett-Petts, David MacLennan Editors Cultural 
Mapping as Cultural Inquiry Routledge Advances in Research Methods 
Routledge, May 22, 2015 [1] ISBN 9781317588009

https://books.google.com/books?id=51CsCQAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9781317588009


A cultural 
landscape map 
identifies 
local…

• Iwi – tribe 
• Hapū – sub tribe
• Marae – building complex
• Urupā – burial ground
• Maunga – mountain
• Moana – ocean 
• Awa – river/stream
• Pā – fortified village
• Mana whenua - people who hold tribal authority 

over that place
• Tangata whenua – People of the land/indigenous 

people (tangata = person, whenua = land)



Examples of cultural landscape 
maps… 



DesignTRIBE Architects, “Cultural 
Landscape,” from Rau Hoskins via 
email.



Maia Ratana, “Cultural Landscape Map,” from Maia 
Ratana, He Kāinga Rua page 76, 77, 78, 118. 



Kapotai Marino, “Cultural Landscape Map,” 
from Kapotai Marino, Ko au ko Ngāpuhi, ko 
Ngāpuhi ko au, page 78 - 80, fig 28 - 30. 



Student work. Māori Studio 
(2022)



Kelsey Metcalfe, ”Cultural Context 
Plan,"from Kelsey Metcalfe, Oranga
Tonutanga, page 76, fig 20. 



Reuben Smiler, ”Te Kawerau ā Maki, 
Ngāti Whātua o Kaipara, Te Whare Tapu o 
Ngāpuhi” from Reuben Smiler, Kāinga 
Manaaki, page 64, fig 25. 



Student work. Māori 
Studio (2022)



How does a cultural landscape 
map add value to your 
architecture?



Cultural landscape mapping is a process that helps you to learn 
about people and place. It enables you to acknowledge places 
of significance to Māori through your architecture and learn 
stories that are significant to that place, that might in turn 
inspire your design. 



Towards Turama (Tapsell House). 
RTA Studio. 2018.



Towards Turama (Tapsell House). 
RTA Studio. 2018.



Maia Ratana, “Cultural Landscape Map,” from Maia 
Ratana, He Kāinga Rua page 98. 



Student work. Māori 
Studio (2022)



Student work. Māori 
Studio (2022)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3YGFufGwJlw&t=2s



Other things to consider…

• Where does the name Tawharanui come from and what does it mean?
• Who is/are the iwi who affiliate to the Tawharanui area?
• What are some of the stories associated with Tawharanui? (both pre and post 

colonisation)
• Why has it been turned into a reserve and what kinds of wildlife does it protect?



Tapu and noa



Guy, Philip, Rau Hoskins, Peter Rhodes, Chris Sage, Rihi Te 
Nana. Ki te Hau Kainga: New Perspectives on Māori Housing 
Solutions. Housing New Zealand Corporation, 2002. 



Guy, Philip, Rau Hoskins, Peter 
Rhodes, Chris Sage, Rihi Te Nana. Ki 
te Hau Kainga: New Perspectives on 
Māori Housing Solutions. Housing 
New Zealand Corporation, 2002. 



Maia Ratana, “Cultural Landscape Map,” from Maia 
Ratana, He Kāinga Rua page 105. 



Why is this important 
to us?
“For Māori this means that their identity and wellbeing is being enhanced, 
they are able to participate in decision making processes that affect the 
community and environment, spiritual connection and sense of belonging is 
preserved, reassertion of Māori voice in the landscape, and many other 
contributing beneficial outcomes which through Te Aranga Design they are 
able to develop. 

For Tauiwi (non-Māori) this means connection with tangata whenua, 
education on alternative models of conservation and sustainability, 
encountering smoother development processes, working towards a better 
future for all parties, economic gain through marketing of identity and 
establishing a sense of unity for indigenous and western cultures.”

Jacqueline Paul

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Waitangi
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