
How do you make a 
playful connection to 
the place [site]?
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[SITE] 
+THRESHOLDS









The extended threshold of the traditional  
Japanese Tea Garden Keane, MP. Japanese Garden 

Design, Charles E Tuttle, 
Vermont/Tokyo:1996



Keane, MP. Japanese Garden Design, 
Charles E Tuttle, 
Vermont/Tokyo:1996

Soto-mon



Keane, MP. Japanese Garden Design, 
Charles E Tuttle, Vermont/Tokyo:1996



Keane, MP. Japanese Garden Design, 
Charles E Tuttle, Vermont/Tokyo:1996

Roji/the path

Koshikake machiai
waiting bench



Keane, MP. Japanese Garden Design, Charles 
E Tuttle, Vermont/Tokyo:1996

Chū-mon/middle gate



tsukubai
Keane, MP. Japanese Garden Design, 
Charles E Tuttle, Vermont/Tokyo:1996



Keane, MP. Japanese Garden Design, 
Charles E Tuttle, 
Vermont/Tokyo:1996

sōan



Skinner,D The Māori Meeting House: 
Introducing the Whare Whakairo, Te Papa Press, 
WELLINGTON: 2016

waharoa



Skinner,D The Māori Meeting House: 
Introducing the Whare Whakairo, Te Papa 
Press, WELLINGTON: 2016

mahau



Skinner,D The Māori Meeting House: 
Introducing the Whare Whakairo, Te 
Papa Press, WELLINGTON: 2016



Te,Ngākau Māhaki 2009



DEEP TIME

Tēnā kouto Tēnā koutou Tēnā koutou



Garden Art of Japan
Masao Hayakawa

Naka-kuguri
[Window gate]
Fushin-an, Omote 
Senke School of Tea, 
Kyoto

When does 
an aperture 
become a threshold? 



[SITE] 
+APERTURES
abstract and compositional



Ching, Francis DK, ARCHITECTURE: 
Form, Space and Order, John Wiley 
and Sons, Inc. New York: 1996



Ching, Francis DK, ARCHITECTURE: 
Form, Space and Order, John Wiley 
and Sons, Inc. New York: 1996



Ching, Francis DK, ARCHITECTURE: 
Form, Space and Order, John Wiley 
and Sons, Inc. New York: 1996



Ching, Francis DK, ARCHITECTURE: 
Form, Space and Order, John Wiley and 
Sons, Inc. New York: 1996



Ching, Francis DK, ARCHITECTURE: 
Form, Space and Order, John Wiley 
and Sons, Inc. New York: 1996



Gipsoteca Canoviana

Treviso 1955-57

Carlo Scarpa

with V. Pastor

Interior plaster

Slaked lime, powdered 
marble and water

Exterior plaster (next 
slide)

Grit, cement and Bologna 
plaster





[SITE]
+LIGHT 



…and while I am talking about light, I would like to mention a 
comment made by the late David Mitchell :
“There is too much light in modern buildings.
Light should be introduced slowly drop by drop.”

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/obituary-david-mitchell-architect-who-argued-for-an-elegant-city/H45MHUQICMPZ77WK6HC5G4AWMQ/



Preston, Juliana. In the Mi(d)st Of, Architectural Design,
193 –Interior Atmospheres, vol. 78, no 3, 2008, pp. 7-11



Preston, Juliana. In the Mi(d)st Of, Architectural
Design, 193 –Interior Atmospheres, vol. 78, no 

3, 2008, pp. 7-11



all of these examples have apertures performing to admit 
…to bring in light.

apertures have another function
they allow us to see out…. they provide view  







Lina Bo Bardi
SESC Pompeia Factory, 
Sao Paulo 1977-1986



Lina Bo Bardi: Built Work, Editor Monica Gili, 2G nexus 23.24,117-127
Lina Bo Bardi, SESC Pompeia Factory, Sao Paulo, 1977-1986



Enshu Kobori around 1620. 

Hayakawa, M. The Garden Art of Japan, 
Weatherhill/Heibonsha,
New York/Tokyo, 1974,128 



[SITE]
+ FIGURE



scale
indicates the size of spaces and things by relation to the human body

programme
the human figure demonstrates the functions of the spaces

structural or environmental 
performance mimesis
the human figure mimics the structural action or hotness/coolness



By depicting the dancing female balancing on only one 

foot Pastor graphically acknowledges  the intangible 

dynamics of the structural asymmetry of the building 

section.

A Tradition of Architectural Figures: A Search for Vita
Beata
Marco Frascari



[SITE]
LIGHT + FIGURE



Time Life Books: The Frontiers of Photography, 
Time-Life International, (Nederland) BV: 1972, 89.



Frederick J Kiesler: 
Endless Space, 
(eds) Dieter Bognar 
and Peter Noever, 
Hatje Cantz, 
Germany: 2001

…PLACE [SITE] flows through 
your project….
…PLACE [SITE] is connected to 
your project in every way…
…Your project is  connected to 
the PLACE [SITE] in every way…





PLACE [SITE]+ 

SECTION
Thompson House Kohimarama 1986
Rewi Thomnpson Architect









Rewi
Jeremy Hansen and Jade Kake
Massey University Press, Auckland.
 2023
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